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Assessment Policy

2005
Waterfield Primary & Nursery Assessment Policy

This Policy is a statement of the aims and principles of the assessment process at Waterfield primary School. It should be read in conjunction with the Teaching and Learning, E.A.L., Equal Opportunities, Special Educational Needs and More Able Pupil’s Policies.

· Our Assessment Policy has been reviewed and rewritten during the Autumn Term 2004 and reflects current practice at Waterfield Primary School.

· The Governing Body has approved our Assessment Policy in the Spring Term 2005.

· We will review the policy in Summer Term 2007.

Statutory Requirements on Assessment

Foundation Stage

During the academic year 2002 – 2003 Baseline Assessment was replaced by a new national assessment for the Foundation Stage. This is known as the Foundation Stage Profile. This scheme has been developed to assess children’s progress and achievements in relation to the Early Learning Goals at the end of the Foundation Stage. The data is sent to our LEA 

Key Stage 1

All children will be assessed at the end of Key Stage 1, whilst they are in Year 2 and who reach the age of 7 by the end of the academic year. Teacher assessment is an essential part of the national curriculum assessment and reporting arrangements. The results are reported alongside the task and test results. Both have equal status and provide complementary information about children’s attainment. The tasks and tests provide a snapshot of attainment at the end of the key stage, whilst teacher assessment covers the full range and scope of the programmes of study and takes account of evidence of achievement in a range of contexts, including that gained through discussion and observation. 

Teachers are required to summarise their teacher assessment at the end of the key stage for each eligible child in the form of:

· A level for Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing, each attainment target in Mathematics and Science.

· An overall subject level in Mathematics and Science.

The level descriptions in the national curriculum are the basis for judging children’s levels of attainment at the end of the key stage. The aim is for a rounded judgement which:

Is based on knowledge of how the child performs across a range of contexts.

Takes into account strengths and weaknesses of the child’s performance.

Is checked against level descriptions to ensure the level awarded is the closest match to the children’s performance in each attainment target.

Aims

At Waterfield Primary & Nursery we believe that Assessment should 

· Highlight children’s strengths and weaknesses.

· Support teachers in monitoring children’s progress.

· Be used to inform future planning.

· Enable teachers to differentiate according to the needs of his/her children.

· Be used to set individual / group / class targets.

· Provide reliable information and evidence of a child’s achievements.

Principles of Assessment

At Waterfield Primary & Nursery School we believe that assessment should 

· Be based upon clear curriculum learning intentions.

· Raise an expectation of success rather than failure.

· Be based upon a common, consistent approach in school.

· Take place in a familiar, supportive environment.

· Address equality of opportunity.

· Draw upon a wide range of evidence.

· Recognise that pupils learn in collaboration with others.

· Support the children in recognising the progress made through success criteria.

· Provide opportunities for the children to self-evaluate their work. 

Forms of Assessment used at Waterfield Primary

Diagnostic       informs the teacher what a pupil does or doesn’t                           

                              know, does or doesn’t understand, can or can’t do.

Formative    helps to support teacher & pupils in deciding what a       
                           pupil needs to do next. 

Summative    sums up a pupil’s progress thus far in order to inform 

                       everyone concerned. 

Progressive   gives the opportunity to compare past and present   

                       achievements, so that progress may be confirmed. 

Communicative   provides opportunities for pupils to be involved in  

                            their own assessment and progress in dialogue 

                           with their teacher. 

Evaluative       shows the effectiveness of the school’s teaching 

                              and learning within each subject across the school.

Formative Assessment 

We believe Formative Assessment should be a key feature in all of our classrooms. On a day to day basis children should experience;

· Teachers finding out what the children already know and can do and thus planning carefully to build on the children’s learning. 

· Teachers using a variety of teaching strategies to ensure all children have opportunities to learn in their preferred learning style. 

· Clear Learning Intentions being shared verbally as well as written on the board.

· Being given success criteria, so that they know when they have achieved the Learning Intention.

· Discussion to evaluate the learning going on in a classroom. 

· Opportunities to apply their knowledge to other curriculum areas. 

· Evaluating their own learning through thumbs up / down / written evaluations in K.S.2 , to empower children to take risks and the fact that they have responsibility for their own learning.

· Verbal Feedback & Constructive marking to tell the child what they have done well & where they need to go next in their learning. 

· Plenaries which consolidate understanding of the Learning Objectives as well as furthering their learning through teachers challenging their thinking. 

· Stimulating learning environments with interactive displays to support children in assessing their learning and drawing their attention to what they need to learn next. 

· Knowledge of what their targets are and agreed by them. 

· Teachers questioning effectively to assess & measure the learning over a lesson, week, half term. 

· Opportunities to highlight areas, which need reinforcement of a concept at a later date. 

Planning for Assessment

Long Term

We plan a broad and balanced curriculum through topic work, providing an overview for all year-groups over the year.

Medium Term

We plan half termly  /  termly blocks of work in Year Groups using the Early Learning Goals in the Foundation Stage and the Q.C.A. , National Curriculum, Literacy and Numeracy Strategies in Key Stage 1 and 2. Learning Intentions and Assessments are clear and specific. We use the Q.C.A. assessment statements  and plan which week the assessments will take place.

Short Term 

Our planning contains clear learning intentions, assessments and activities to be covered. Teaching & learning strategies are identified. Both formal and informal assessment opportunities are more closely detailed, when groups & individuals may be targeted. Literacy is planned in units with clear assessments identified for ability groups of children. Numeracy is planned weekly and Numeracy evaluations on the children’s progress in reaching or exceeding objectives are noted. 

When does Assessment take place?

Assessment is an ongoing, daily process for the teacher and much of a child’s achievement is carried in the teacher’s head, but we do recognise there does need to be a regular and systematic approach to the collecting and recording of a pupil’s progress. Therefore each teacher keeps their own recording sheets, books to record both formal / informal assessments on a daily basis. We use these assessments to inform future planning. 

Standardised Tests

Reception ; The Foundation Stage Profile in the Summer Term.

Year 2 ; SATS in the Summer Term.

Year 3 ; Optional SATS in the Summer Term.

Year 4 : Optional SATS in the Summer Term.

The Literacy & Assessment Co-ordinators are currently evaluating whole school standardised tests for reading & spelling. 

Daily Marking

Marking is a vital part of assessment. Teachers mark in different ways according to their expectations of each child, the activity and the age of the children. All work is marked in a positive way with comments and praise. Praise and targets are given both verbally and written. Stickers and stamps are used as a reward for effort or progress. 

Detailed Marking

By the end of each half term we ensure that the children in Key Stage 1 and 2 have had a piece of work marked in greater detail in Maths, English and Science. This involves praising an aspect of the work and then giving the child a constructive comment / target so that they know what they have to do next in their learning. 

Evidence of Assessment

The Assessment criteria are contained in our long term / medium term and short term planning. As teachers the evidence of Assessment include :

· Post it notes used in the Foundation Stage

· Teachers records kept throughout the year

· Feedback sheets which contain observations & progress observed by Teaching Assistants / Support Teachers / other adults working with the teacher. 

· Standardised Tasks and Tests.

· Non – Standardised Tests

· Agreement Trials in Maths / Science / English / Foundation Subjects

· Subject Portfolios, which contain a range of moderated, levelled work.

· A range of class based / Year Group Assessments

· Literacy Tracking Files 

· Year Group Tracking Files ( Kept by D.H.)

· Numeracy Weekly Planning Sheets

Achieving Consistency in Assessment

Waterfield Primary School has Whole School Portfolios for each curriculum area. The purpose of these are to :

· Support the assessment judgements of staff

· Contribute to the School’s overall consistency in assessment

· Serve as a benchmark for N.C. levels

· Support teachers new to the school

· Inform and provide evidence for governors, OFSTED, LEA

The Whole School Portfolio should contain:

· Samples of work from Year Groups, which illustrate different levels of achievement.

· Samples of work, which include written, graphical, photographical or auditory evidence. 

· Moderated work

Subject  & Assessment Co-ordinators will review the work contained in the Portfolios three times per year.

Recording

· Recording is the process of making a record of significant attainments to inform curriculum planning, reports to parents and other interested parties, e.g. outside agencies, OFSTED and future schools.

Records supplement the teacher’s personal and professional knowledge of a child. It is not possible for a teacher to record all their observations and they should not be tempted to try. Written records complement the teacher’s professional understanding and opinion.

Recording Formats used at Waterfield

· Nursery / Reception Foundation Stage records based on the Early Learning Goals

· Teacher’s records – Ongoing

· Key Routes records – Ongoing

· Maths / Science Arrows Grid - Termly

· ICT “I can statements”, 

· Group Reading Continuums

· Phonic Tracking sheet & N.L.S. vocabulary list

· Annual Report to parents – Summer Term

· Home / School Reading Records 

· Whole School Portfolios

· Assessment Manager

· IEP Targets

· Social skills assessment

· Behaviour Tracking

Reporting to parents

Through the annual reports, parents are informed about their children’s progress in Literacy, Numeracy, P.H.S.E. and all other National Curriculum subjects. In addition Year 2 pupil’s SATS results are also reported.

The report should :

· Inform parents and pupils of their progress.

· Recognise their achievements, strengths and acknowledge success. 

· Identify areas for development.

· Be based on continuous assessments.

· Avoid jargon,

· Refer to the work covered since the last report. 

Parents are invited and encouraged to respond and comment on their child’s report.

Transfer of Information

It is vital to a child’s progress that accurate assessment data and records are passed to the next teacher or school. Therefore we aim to pass on useful and informative records. Individual records already stated under recording formats will be passed on. This information will support the next teacher’s initial planning for a child’s learning. 

Assessment is an integral part of a teacher’s role. If a child is to make consistent, definite progress then assessment must be seen,  to be clearly linked with the Teaching & Learning Policy and its role in our classrooms.

